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AUSTRALIA IN THE WAR 
1939-1945 


First official army volume 


TO BENGHAZI. By Gavin Long 


Here is the first of seven volumes to be published in the army series. Written 
by Gavin Long, an accomplished historian and lucid stylist, To Benghazi covers 
the operations of the Second A.I.F. up to the Cyrenaica campaigns in the 
first quarter of 1941. It contains 336 pages, 42 photographs and 39 maps. 


Price, 25/- 


Other titles now available: 
Civil Series: 1. The Government and the People, 1939-41. By Paul Hasluck. 
Price, 25/- 


Medical Series: |. Clinical Problems of War. By Allan S. Walker. Price, 35/-~ 


Volumes in course of preparation: 


Army Series: I]. Greece, Crete and Syria. By Gavin Long. II]. Tobruk and 
El] Alamein. By Chester Wilmot. IV. The Japanese Thrust. By Lionel 
Wigmore. V. South-West Pacific Area—First Year. By Dudley McCarthy. 
VI. The New Guinea Offensive. By David Dexter. VII. The Final Campaigns. 
By Gavin Long. 


Navy Series: I. Royal Australian Navy, 1939-42. By G. Hermon Gill. II. Royal 
Australian Navy, 1942-45. By G. Hermon Gill. 


Air Series: I]. Royal Australian Air Force, 1939-42. By Douglas Gillison. II. Air 
War Against Japan, 1943-45. By George J. Odgers. III. Air War Against 
Germany and Italy, 1939-43. By John Herington. IV. Air Power Over 
Europe, 1944-45. By John Herington. 


Civil Series: Il. The Government and the People, 1942-45. By Paul Hasluck. 
Ill. War Economy, 1939-42. By S. J. Butlin. IV. War Economy, 1942-45. 
By S. J. Butlin. V. The Role of Science and Technology. By D. P. Mellor. 
Medical Series: II]. Middle East and Far East. By Allan S. Walker. III. The 


Island Campaigns. By Allan S. Walker. IV. Medical Services of R.A.N. 
and R.A.A.F. By Allan S. Walker. 


Each title may be purchased separately. 


ANGUS & ROBERTSON LTD. 
Booksellers and Publishers 

89-95 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY 

66-68 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, C.l 
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MAGAZINE DISPLAY 
STAND 
This compact display stand has 
23 feet of magazine space. Each 
of the five troughs is 3” deep and 
the roomy lower shelf will hold 


back-date magazines. 


Dimensions: 


57” long, 48” high, 17” wide. 
Made in Pacific Maple. 


For all your library requirements —— Furniture, Equipment, Stationery and Printing. 


S. & M. SUPPLY CO. 


229 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY. 
MA 4723, MA 8296 Telegraphic Address: ‘Essanem”’, Sydney. 


BOOK TROLLEY 


The two top shelves of this trolley 


are set at an angle to permit the 
easy reading of titles. Lower shelf 
is flat for magazines or heavy 


volumes. 

Sturdily made in }” Pacific Maple 
with shelves trenched into sides. 
The trolleys are fitted with Shep- 
herds ball wheels, which give the 


smoothest ride on any floor surface. 


Dimensions: 


30” long, high, 15°" wide. 


Note: A trolley with three flat 
shelves is also available. 
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THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL 
ORGANIZATION is one of the Specialised Agencies of the United 
Nations and as part of its functions publishes a wide range of books 
connected with the interests indicated by its title. From 31 March 
1953 all orders for any of these publications in Australia will be 
dealt with by the Australian Branch of the Oxford University Press. 

Although UNESCO publications, in common with all the other 
books handled by the Oxford University Press, will be supplied to 
the public through recognized booksellers only, every effort will be 
made to give the public the fullest possible information about them, 
and all enquiries about current or earlier titles will be welcomed. 
A full range of publicity material is also available and catalogues 
and prospectuses will gladly be sent freely to any address on 
application. 

As UNESCO, because of its international and cultural aims, is 
particularly anxious that its books should be made available in 
Australia at the lowest possible prices to the public, it has been 
agreed that their Australian retail prices should be established by the 
simple conversion of the sterling prices into Australian currency (i.e. 
by adding 25 per cent to the sterling price). 

For further information about UNESCO publications, and for 
information about their titles (one of the most topically interesting 
of which, by the way, is Siepmann’s Television and Education in the 
United States) apply to any bookseller, or to 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


AUSTRALIAN BRANCH: 346 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 
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PRESERVE YOUR BOOKSTOCK 


Attractive Books are a Pleasure to Handle and 
Enhance Your Library Generally 


LIBRARY BOOKS EXPERTLY 
REBOUND 


Magazines and Journals Bound and Goldblocked 


T. H. WOODROW 


Walter Kuhle, Proprietor. 
488 VICTORIA STREET, NORTH MELBOURNE, N.1. FJ 3027. 
Rebinders to Public, School and Commercial Libraries throughout Australia. 


CITY OF ARMIDALE 
LIBRARIAN 


Applications are invited for this 
position at a salary of £750 per 
annum. Full particulars of qualifi- 


cations and experience should be | 


submitted. Successful applicant will 
be required to take charge of the 
Armidale and District Public 


Library. 


Additional information can be 

obtained from the Secretary, Library 

Board of N.S.W., or Town Clerk, 
Armidale. 


Applications close May 23, 1953. 
W. H. QUIN, 


Town CLERK. 


Council Chambers, Armidale. 
March 16, 1953. 


BOUND TO PLEASE 


LIBRARY BINDING 


SPECIALISTS 


ALL THOROUGHLY 
SUPERVISED. 


Only Best Material Used. 


LES. BADDOCK PTY. LTD. 


(Established 35 years.) 


162 RILEY STREET, SYDNEY. 
Tel. FA 1174-5 


AND REPRESENTATIVE WILL CALL. 


2: 
| 
| 
| 
4 


APRIL, 1953 


THE AUSTRALIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL 29 


The Self-Cataloguing Book 


By K. A. Lopewycks, B.A., 
Assistant Librarian, University of Melbourne Library. 


With the rate of book production and the 
intake of accessions in libraries rising 
throughout the world, the problem of 
eliminating the ever-present cataloguing 
bottleneck, without a lowering of standards, 
is agitating the minds of librarians more 
and more. In large libraries, provided with 
a full complement of expert cataloguers 
and subject specialists, assisted by all the 
necessary bibliographical aids, the time- 
factor involved in cataloguing is great 
enough. In smaller libraries, this time- 
factor becomes progressively greater, and 
standards become harder to maintain, as 
the availability of qualified staff and biblio- 
graphical aids decreases. 

Co-operative cataloguing and printed 
card schemes, now widely used, notably in 
the United States, have reduced the overall 
expenditure of time and labour in cata- 
loguing and classification routines to a con- 
siderable extent, but for various practical 
reasons, many libraries, particularly those 
remote from the central cataloguing agency, 
cannot benefit fully from them. The fact 
remains that any book, in the proportion of 
the number of libraries acquiring it, may 
still be independently catalogued and classi- 
fied hundreds and even thousands of times. 
Iixpert skills and subject knowledge are 
still being dissipated by multiplication of 
cataloguing effort on a prodigal scale. 

In libraries, which continue to catalogue 
independently, local methods have a ten- 
dency to persist, but it has been shown that 
these are largely subordinated when the 
advantages of central cataloguing are 
readily available. It is, moreover, the aim 
of progressive librarians to achieve inter- 
national uniformity in cataloguing codes, so 
that the adoption of co-operative cata- 
loguing on an international scale may be 
facilitated. The failure to promote co- 
operative cataloguing schemes in the past 
has been due more to lack of co-operation 


than to the various objections raised against 
them. It has also been argued, with some 
justification, that none of these objections 
is strong enough to make any scheme 
utterly impracticable. 

In the English-speaking world, it is a 
common thing for books published in one 
country to have as wide a circulation in 
every other English-speaking country, and 
distribution through the book trade is 
organized on that basis. Similarly, in the 
libraries of English-speaking countries, the 
better-known cataloguing and classification 
codes, or modifications thereof, have, in 
their wide application, almost come to be 
regarded as standard practices. With con- 
ditions favourable to this extent, it only 
remains to organize co-operative cataloguing 
on a basis comparable to that of book dis- 
tribution, and, if possible, to devise a 
scheme, which would efficiently serve the 
needs of all libraries. 

To be worthy of consideration, such a 
scheme, while retaining the advantages of 
existing co-operative cataloguing schemes, 
should also overcome their disadvantages. 
The difficulties experienced by libraries in 
relation to existing schemes arise from the 
fact that procurement of the book and pro- 
curement of the catalogue entry are 
separate unco-ordinated procedures. For 
example, the ordering of Library of Con- 
gress cards involves checks, which, in fact, 
entail a substantial part of normal cata- 
loguing procedure. When the cards are 
received they must be separately filed 
pending arrival of the book. Conversely, 
if the book arrives first, its progress is 
delayed pending arrival of the cards, In 
places remote from the Library of Con- 
gress, but nearer to the supply of books, 
delays in the latter case are frequently con- 
siderable. Other discrepancies may arise ; 
the book may not have been catalogued 
under the scheme, the book supplied to the 
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library may be in an edition or impression 
varying from the card ordered, or the book 
may be unavailable and never received by 
the library. 

The inclusion of the Library of Congress 
catalogue card number on the verso of the 
title-page of many American books to-day 
does not fully solve the problem, but it does 
draw attention to a significant fact, namely, 
that the Library of Congress has viewed a 
preliminary copy of the book for cata- 
loguing purposes, and has supplied the 
number prior to publication. If an arrange- 
ment of this kind is practicable, it would 
appear just as practicable for the Library 
of Congress to supply a main entry, com- 
plete with tracing notes, for reproduction in 
the book in place of the catalogue card 
number only as at present. And, if this 
could be done,* it should also be possible to 
prepare printed unit cards prior to publica- 
tion of the book, and to supply these 
together with the books to any library 
requiring them. 


A scheme based on these suggestions, 
and requiring only one important inno- 
vation, the general adoption of pre-publi- 
cation cataloguing, would appear to fulfil all 
the aims stated above. Essentially, it would 
mean that only the preliminary “master” 
copy of any edition or printing would ever 
need to be fully processed. All the published 
copies, however numerous, would leave the 
hands of the printer ready-catalogued and 
classified, and, in effect, would “catalogue 
themselves”, wherever and whenever they 
were required to do so. The preparation of 
printed unit cards prior to publication, and 
their supply with the books, would enable 
their distribution through the normal chan- 
nels of the book trade. This should remove 
all difficulties of co-ordination with book 
supply experienced in the past, and should 
dispense with the need for a separate, intri- 
cate and costly card procurement organiza- 
tion. 


The greater bulk of book production in 
the English-speaking world is divided 
between Great Britain and the United 


* Main entries are now being printed in the 
books published by two Australian publishers, 
F. W. Cheshire and the Melbourne University 


Press. 
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States, and it would, therefore, be essential 
that the scheme proposed should apply 
universally to the publications of these 
countries at least, in order that worthwhile 
benefits might be derived therefrom. Only 
by such coverage would the bulk of library 
cataloguing in the English-speaking world 
be properly provided for. For greater 
coverage, this scheme should also embrace 
all other components of the British Com- 
monwealth of nations, which support a book 
publishing industry combined with a library 
system of recognized standard. 

The preliminary steps necessary to in- 
augurate the scheme might consist of :— 

(a) Publicity for the proposals on a 
world-wide scale. 

(>) Investigation of the proposals by 
associations of librarians, biblio- 
graphers, publishers’ and _ book- 
sellers in consultation with 
national libraries and the appro- 
priate government authorities. 
Planning and co-ordination on an 
international level through the 
agency of the Libraries Division 
of U.N.E.S.C.O. 

(d) National legislation by amendment 
of copyright laws of the partici- 
pating countries to implement the 
scheme and to ensure its uniform 
operation. 

Once implemented, the scheme could 
operate on the following lines :-— 

(1) When all proof corrections of a 
book have been completed and the 
date of publication fixed, the 
publisher is required to forward a 
final proof copy, with a specimen 
“dummy” of the binding or 
cover, to the national cataloguing 


(c 


authority, usually the national 
library, in the country of publica- 
tion, 

(2) The final proof copy is fully 


catalogued and classified by the 
cataloguing authority and returned 
to the publisher, together with a 
stereo block of the complete main 
entry, before a pre-arranged date. 
The cataloguing authority files a 
final proof copy of the stereo as a 
record, 
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(3) The book is printed and bound 


(4) 


with a photo-reduced reproduction 
of the stereo on the verso of the 
title-page and the required stocks 
of the book are forwarded in bulk 
to the publisher’s warehouse in the 
usual way. Simultaneously, a 
printer, approved by the cata- 
loguing authority, uses the stereo 
to produce, according to inter- 
national standard specifications, 
the required number of printed 
unit cards, This number can be 
based on orders for cards already 
received and on an estimate of 
future orders. The cards, when 
printed, are sorted and wrapped 
or banded in sets comprising the 
full number of entries, including 
shelf-list or classified catalogue 
entry, required per book, and are 
also forwarded in bulk to the 
publisher’s warehouse. 

From among the first copies of 
books and cards to leave the 
printer or binder, as the case 
may be, the cataloguing authority 
receives forthwith the number 
required by the copyright law for 
deposit in the national library. 
This enables a final check to be 
made at an early stage to see that 
printer and publisher have com- 
plied with all requirements. The 
stereo proof of the main entry, 
previously filed by the cataloguing 
authority under the date scheduled 
for publication, enables an imme- 
diate follow-up on non-deliveries 
of deposit copies and cards. 


- (5) The deposit copy is processed and 


(6) 


(7) 


the cards filed in the national 
library catalogue in the usual way. 


Publication and marketing of the 
book at home and abroad follow 
the familiar pattern. 


Libraries requiring printed cards 
order these in respect of books 
published in participating coun- 
tries. The cards are ordered direct 
from the bookseller, simply by 
prefixing the relevant item on the 
book order with a conventional 
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sign, such as the letter C, with an 
additional prefix number where 
more than one set of cards is 
required (e.g. 2C for two sets). 

(8) Depending on the most suitable 
arrangement ultimately arrived at, 
either the publisher’s despatch 
department or the bookseller 
“marries” the cards with the 
books in accordance with the num- 
bers ordered by libraries, prefer- 
ably by attaching each set of cards 
with a simple adhesive tag inside 
the end cover of the book. These 
tags are produced in a distinctive 
colour and made to project visibly 
above the cover of the book so 
that it is possible to see at a glance 
which books are provided with 
cards. This simplifies handling and 
sorting of books by publishers, 
booksellers and librarians. 

(g) The bookseller in supplying 
libraries ensures that all orders 
for cards with books are executed 
correctly. The extra charge for 
cards is added to the retail price 
of the book supplied. 

(10) Libraries, both in the country of 
publication and abroad, now 
receive cards together with the 
books and the familiar cataloguing 
routine used in all printed card 
schemes proceeds without delay. 
Libraries, which prefer not to use 
printed cards, adapt their own 
entries from the main entry on the 
verso of the title-page, a pro- 
cedure which involves some 
additional labour and delay to the 
book while the entries are being 
copied and checked. 


Publishers, printers and booksellers 
associations, on whose co-operation so 
much would depend, would, of course, be 
invited to express their views and to assist 
in the detailed planning. With all details 
satisfactorily worked out and agreed upon 
by the interested parties, the final approach 
could be made by U.N.E.S.C.O. through 
the proper channels to the appropriate 
ministry of each national government. 
Implementation of the scheme would 
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depend on the enactment of the necessary 
amendments to the copyright law of each 
participating country, appointing — the 
national library, or other suitable agency, 
as national cataloguing authority for all 
books published in that country. 

The national library would usually be 
the obvious choice, since it already receives, 
under the copyright law, deposit copies of 
all books published in the country and must 
catalogue these in any case. A full com- 
plement of the best available cataloguers 
and subject specialists, equipped with all 
the necessary bibliographical aids, would be 
part of its normal establishment. 

An advantage in the provision for cata- 
loguing all books in the country of origin, 
would be ease of access by the cataloguing 
authority to local sources of general and 
bibliographical information. Cataloguing 
of each country’s publications would be 
done by nationals educated in the country 
and familiar with its life and letters, and 
this would ensure generally more authori- 
tative results. 

The type of material catalogued under 
the scheme could embrace all monograph 
publications of 50 pages or more, including 
collections, composite works, monograph 
series and books of this type published in 
new editions, re-issues or new impressions. 
It could also include annuals, yearbooks, 
reports, etc., periodicals and works issued 
in parts. Books or pamphlets of under 50 
pages, offprints, trade catalogues, sheet 
music and unbound maps would probably 
not be catalogued under the scheme. 


It would be most desirable to include 
official publications of central and locai 
governments and those of international 
organizations published in the participating 
countries. Since much of this material is 
distributed by gift or by exchange, the 
provision, free of charge, of printed unit 
cards with the books would be of great 
advantage. The United Nations Organiza- 
tion, itself a publisher of official matter on 
a large scale, could perhaps set the example 
to its member governments in this regard. 

It may be argued that the mass of “lesser 
quality” books, including, for example, 
recreational and children’s books, do not 
normally find their way to important 
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libraries, and would not be worth pre- 
publication cataloguing in strict rotation 
with books of greater merit. However, 
standards of quality in regard to books are 
hard to define, while useful libraries and 
collections of books exist in all types of 
literature, serving many purposes, in every 
section of the community, including 
children. “Lesser quality” books are de- 
posited in the national library and, however 
unimportant, are catalogued in due course. 
No extra cataloguing would be involved, 
therefore, by their inclusion in the scheme. 
The restriction to books of 50 pages or 
more would already have reduced the pro- 
portion of “lesser quality” books consider- 
ably and agreed upon standards of “limited” 
or “simplified” cataloguing would suffice 
in most cases. 


The cataloguing authorities in all the 
participating countries would conform to 
one standard code. The widespread adop- 
tion, in English-speaking countries at least, 
of the A.L.A. Rules for Author and Title 
Entries, L.C. Rules for Descriptive Cata- 
loguing, or modifications thereof, and L.C. 
Subject Headings should facilitate agree- 
ment on these necessary standards. Classi- 
fication numbers used would be from the 
14th and 15th editions of Dewey according 
to the practice now adopted on L.C. printed 
cards. The addition of other classification 
codes, for which a_ sufficient demand 
existed, would not be ruled out. 


Production of the stereo block of the 
main entry by the cataloguing authority’s 
own compositor would not only relieve 
publishers of the additional labour and 
expense, but would also ensure rapid check- 
ing of proofs and accuracy, proper arrange- 
ment of the text and the use of the correct 
type faces. 

Publishers should be able to provide for 
the printing of additional cards at short 
notice to meet any unexpected demands, 
and storage of the stereo for use during 
the currency of an edition should present 
no serious problems. Libraries receiving 
books on approval, from a second-hand 
dealer, by gift, exchange or private pur- 
chase, would probably prefer to avoid 
delays by compiling entries from the main 
entry in the book. 
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as MODERN as 
THE LATEST TITLE 


? 
— 
the library furnished 
ABOVE by G & G . ++ with smart, adapt- 
Charging Desk of 5 units... avail- able units designed to meet its particular 
able separately ... for a desk of any desired requirements. 


shape or size. All units of uniform width — 
2 ft. Polished in natural colour. 


RIGHT 
Unit Shelving ... straight and cor- 
ner units... ranging from 7 ft. high x 3 ft. 
wide to 7 ft. x 6 ft. Polished in natural 
colour. 


Also available 


A wide range of catalogue, card 
filing cabinets, etc. In all sizes. 


* 


G & G furnished the following 
Victorian municipal libraries: 
Camberwell, Heidelberg, Castlemaine, 
Kerang, Bendigo, Redcliffs, Violet Town 
+. and many, many others. 


Quotations gladly given for completely fur- 
nishing new libraries or making additions. 


GaG 


111 BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, C.l. Phone Central 3890 
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NEW BOOKS -:- RARE BOOKS 


Early Australia and Pacific — Natural History — Horticulture 
— Biographies — Art — Literature — Private Presses — Limited 
Editions. 


WE RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING: 


THE ART OF CHARLES WHEELER, 0.B.E., D.C.M. (J. S. MacDonald). 
15 colour plates, 20 tone plates. Ordinary Edition, £7. 78.; De luxe 
signed and limited edition of 25 copies, £10. 10s. Post, 2s. 6d 


HISTORY OF OCEAN GROVE (R. G. Edwards). Much research was 
entailed in compiling this hitherto written cyt The author has 
ee te book. Ordinary edition, 7s. 6d.; Limited edition, 

. Bs. ost, 


THE STONE IMPLEMENTS OF THE ADELAIDE TRIBE OF ABORI- 
GINES NOW EXTINCT (Walter Howchin). An investigation into the 
imperishable evidence of the aboriginal race of the country sur- 
rounding Adelaide. Illustrated. 10s. 6d. Post, 8d. 


THE CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN COTTON. Victorian pioneer, 1842- 
1849, with notes and annotations by Dr. George Mackaness. These 
letters, now first published and covering the whole of his Australian 
life, were written to his brother the Rev. Wm, Cotton of Plympton. 
Illustrated. Limited edition, £4. 10s. Post, 1s. 6d. Available soon. 


N. H. SEWARD PTY. LTD. 


457L BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA MU 6129. 


ESTABLISHED 1867 
For Over 80 Years 


BIRCHALL’S 


SPEAGLE’S 
BOOKSHOP 


The Children’s Book 


SPECIALIST Have been catering for the 


needs of State, Municipal, 
School and Private Libraries 
throughout Tasmania. 


Call or write... 


FIFTH FLOoR A. W. BIRCHALL 


317 CoLuins St., MELBourNE, C.1 & SONS PTY. LTD. 
(Near cr. Elizabeth St.) Booksellers and Stationers 


MU 3296 . LAUNCESTON and DEVONPORT 
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The extra charge for cards would be at 
a standard rate assessed on the average 
number required per book. Some publishers 
already produce printed order cards of 
standard size for advertising purposes. It 
is not recommended that the printed unit 
entries should take the place of these cards, 
since the essence of the scheme is supply of 
unit cards with the books; but the point is 
mentioned merely to indicate that card 
printing in quantity is not a novel under- 
taking in the book trade. 

It is fully expected that a large share of 
the burden of operating the scheme success- 
fully would be borne by the book trade; 
but crucial failures in this department are 
not foreseen, since the procedures involved 
would be comparatively simple. It is a 
common enough practice for manufacturers 
of many varieties of stationery and office 
equipment such as patent binders, to supply 
directions with each article on how to pre- 
pare it for use. There would appear to be 
nothing revolutionary, therefore, in pub- 
lishers supplying directions with each book 
on how to catalogue and classify it for use 
in a library or private collection. 


The printed card service would be pro- 
vided on a regular commercial basis, all 
additional costs being passed on exclusively 
to'those libraries which subscribed to the 
service. Booksellers, who set out to provide 
an efficient card service, would have no 
difficulty in securing library orders for 
books. Some difficulty might be experienced 
by a bookseller remote from the source of 
supply in anticipating the demand for 
printed cards in respect of books supplied 
out of stock. Yet, cheaper air freight 
charges may, in the foreseeable future, pro- 
vide the means for meeting this demand 
with very little delay. In any case, the 
main entry provided in the book would 
always allow for this eventuality. 


While the benefits of the scheme would 
result in a substantial overall reduction of 
professional cataloguing staffs, this would 
not always occur at once, since most 
libraries have arrears of cataloguing, cata- 
logue revision and reclassification work, to 
which staff could be diverted. In order to 
benefit fully from the scheme many 
libraries would, in fact, be induced to 
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undertake major or minor conversion 
programmes to conform with standard 
methods. Staff would still be required to 
fully catalogue material not covered by any 
available co-operative scheme. Since a 
tendency to “ex-cathedra” cataloguing is 
unavoidable in any centralized scheme, a 
senior cataloguer would still be required to 
select entries and, in certain cases, to amend 
entries and classifications to suit local re- 
quirements. Ultimately, however, most 
libraries would be able to divert staff to 
other spheres of activity which required 
development, such as expansion of book- 
stock in neglected fields, improved methods 
of book selection, reference work, com- 
piling analytical entries, bibliographies, 
abstracts, indexes and statistics, and the 
various forms of extension work. The 
activities of local or regional central cata- 
loguing agencies would be affected in the 
same way, and additional cards could be 
ordered as required to cover the needs of 
union catalogues. 


As all books handled under the scheme 
would be “self-cataloguing” it would be 
possible for many private persons, schools 
and a multitude of other bodies, which 
collected and used books, but did not 
engage the services of a librarian, to 
catalogue, in a routine manner, the whole, 
or the greater part of their newly acquired 
collections without professional aid. It 
might be argued that this situation would 
also exist in larger libraries, and would 
reduce opportunities for employment in the 
library profession, but it is doubtful if any 
fears on this score would be justified. It 
need hardly be pointed out that, in all 
libraries worthy of the name, the services 
of qualified librarians would still be indis- 
pensable. While the more unproductive 
routines of cataloguing would be eliminated 
by the “self-cataloguing” book, there would 
still be the need for professional training 
and judgment in adapting entries and 
classifications, where necessary, to suit local 
conditions, in addition to which there are 
many ways of employing the qualifications 
of librarianship, other than in cataloguing 
duties. Furthermore, few libraries can 
boast a staff establishment adequate to cope 
with all work programmes. 
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The writer is not unaware that there 
could be difficulties in the way of imple- 
menting a scheme of such wide application 
as that proposed above. However, by out- 
lining its features in some detail, he has 
attempted to show that the practical diffi- 
culties are not insurmountable, and that in 
making the results of a single “master” 
cataloguing process readily available to all 
libraries, the advantages of the “self- 
cataloguing” book are real and far-reaching. 
These advantages will not be experienced 
to the most favourable degree without 
co-operation, some concentration of effort 
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on the part of bookmen and librarians 
everywhere, and some departing from 
traditional and local methods of cata- 
loguing. Taking the longest view, there is 
good reason to hope that, from among the 
by-products of the scheme, a system of 
standard cataloguing and _ classification 
codes will emerge, sufficiently uniform and 
consistent itself to be worthy of world- 
wide adoption. World ‘standards of 
processing have been applied to many 
commodities more variable in form and use 
than copies of a printed book. 


Map Filing in a Small Library 


By MarGaret RUSSELL, 
C.S.1.R.O. Irrigation Research Station, Griffith, New South Wales. 


The problem of filing a small and ill- 
assorted collection of maps and atlases is 
one that must exercise the minds of a 
number of librarians in small libraries. In 
the library of the Irrigation Research 
Station, Griffith, there are not enough maps 
to warrant provision of a plan cabinet, nor 
is there room for one. Keeping maps in 
pamphlet drawers has not been satisfactory ; 
the unfolding and refolding of much-used 
maps, particularly road maps, causes con- 
siderable wear and tear. 

A solution was found in the rack shown 
in Fig. 1, photographed half empty for 
clearer illustration, and the cover shown in 
Fig. 2. 

The rack was made from galvanized iron, 
ducoed in grey to match the existing shelv- 
ing. The rack is two feet long and two feet 
high, the depth of the top being 10 inches 
and that of the base 134 inches. 

Fig. 2 shows the outside and inside of the 
covers made of 16 oz. cardboard cut as 
required. Having decided to which size 
to fold the maps to keep them to a reason- 
able size and yet have the least number of 
creases, an allowance of 4-} in. in both 
directions is made and a pair of covers is 
cut. 


Book linen is used for the spine of the 
covers. Only two colours were available 
locally—blue and red; we therefore have 
used red for the spines of all maps of Aus- 
tralia generally and blue for the others. 

Strips of book linen two inches wide and 
orie inch longer than the covers—that is, to 
allow for turnings—are cut. The muslin 
for the inside is cut the same width as the 
linen but only as long as, or even slightly 
shorter than the covers, as it stretches when 
wet with glue. 

Before the cover‘is assembled, the letter- 
ing and class number are inscribed in white 
ink on the book linen, using Wrico guides 
for letters and figures. After the ink is dry 
the whole strip is covered with clear lacquer 
and left to dry. 

The insertion and gluing down of the 
tape ends, and gluing of the brown paper 
strips is done on each cover separately. The 
partial envelope made by the brown paper 
serves the double purpose, when the cover 
is tied, of holding the map in place and 
keeping out the dust. 

After the work on the two covers has 
been completed they are joined by means of 
the previously prepared book linen, leaving 
a space of 3-1 inch as a spine. The muslin 
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Ficure I. 


is glued into place in the 
inside and the ends of the 
book linen glued over it to 
make a neat finish. It is not 
easy to make the muslin neat 
inside as it stretches both 
ways when wet. 


The quantities of materials 
for the rack were: two sheets 
Oft. x 3ft. 26g. galvanized flat 
iron, 1 lb. solder, 4 pt. grey 
enamel, 


Materials for covers: 16 oz. 
cardboard (25 in. x 30 in.), 
book linen, book muslin, 4 in. 
tape, brown paper, Wrico 
letter and figure guides, white 
ink, glue. 


It is not expected that the 
map collection will grow to 
any great extent, and _ this 
rack provides ample storage 
for the maps filed. It stands 
on top of three filing cabinets. 
and occupies less than half 
the space there. Should more 


map storage space be required, another 
rack could be made to stand beside it. 


If filing cabinets form an island in 
a library, racks could stand back-to- 
back and provide storage for a con- 
siderable collection. 


There are several advantages in 
filing maps in this rack—the utiliza- 
tion of space which would otherwise 
lie idle and the bringing together of 
similar material which is then more 
readily accessible. 

Maps of odd sizes can be accom- 
modated side by side in classified 
order, and with the least number of 
creases causing wear. The variation 
of sizes does not matter particularly, 
although it would if such material 
were filed on standard shelving with 
other publications. 

The actual time required to 
assemble a cover is about half an 
hour, though this does not allow for 
the time taken for either lacquer or 
glue to dry. However, the various 
operations can be fitted in with other 
jobs during the day’s work. The 
spines of several covers can be lettered 
and lacquered and left to dry over- 


Ficure II. 
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night. The same applies to gluing of the 
paper strips and the tapes. The final 
assembly when the two covers are ready 
should not take more than ten minutes. 
Cutting the cardboard at times seems 
wasteful when one pair of covers cannot 
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be cut from one sheet of cardboard. How- 
ever, the cardboard left over need not be 
discarded; enough may remain from each 
of two sheets to provide covers for a slightly 
smaller map at a later date. 


British National Bibliography 
By Ursuta O’Connor, B.A., A.L.A., 
Officer in Charge, Cataloguing Section, Public Library of Victoria. 


The month I spent recently on the staff 
of the British National Bibliography was 
perhaps the most interesting and instructive 
part of the programme of library studies 
arranged for me by the British Library 
Association during my visit to England. 
While working with the Editor, Mr. A. J. 
Wells, and his staff, | became very much 
aware of the importance of this venture to 
English: librarians. 

It was not, however, until I had gone on 
to work in the practical library schemes 
that I realized completely just how big a 
job was being carried out by the small 
B.N.B. staff and how extensive was its 
influence, not only in public libraries, but 
in reference, university and special libraries. 
I do not intend to attempt a review of the 

sritish National Bibliography—that has 
been particularly well-done during the past 
year in the Times Literary Supplement, 
4th July, 1952. I would just like to give 
Australian librarians and students some 
idea of the way in which this valuable 
publication is produced, the conditions 
under which the staff labour, and their 
enthusiasm for their work. I had a unique 
opportunity to see all this during May 1952. 

In Australian libraries we the 
B.N.B. as a cataloguing aid for guidance 
regarding English publications but for the 
most part we are accustomed to the Dic- 
tionary Catalogue and the subject headings 
of Library of Congress or Sears. Often we 
regard the B.N.B..class numbers as too 
lengthy for practical purposes or perhaps 


consider the locations a little too specialized 
for general use. To the English librarian 
and student the real value of the B.N.B. lies 
in the fact that it is the great bibliography 
of English works since 1950, accurate to the 
last degree in its location and expressing 
every aspect of the subject. This valuable 
periodical is produced under conditions 
which no one could consider elaborate, but 
it is always on time. It is prepared in a 
small bomb-damaged house in Bloomsbury, 
in the shadow of the great dome of the 
British Museum. 

The staff under their tireless and enthusi- 
astic chief, Mr. A. J. Wells, F.L.A,, is 
small but carefully chosen and shares his 
devotion to their task. There are 7 
professional library officers on the staff 
and 2 typists. Mr. E. Coates, in charge 
of classification and subject indexing, is an 
expert in his field. He aims at the closest 
and most logical classification and is never 
satisfied with anything but the best. He is 
always prepared to receive criticisms of his 
placings from librarians and if after con- 
sideration his placing is found to be wrong, 
a correction is made. As a rule, though, 
his classification can be substantiated with 
convincing arguments. 

In deciding a difficult class number, not 
yet covered by the B.N.B. schedules, many 
authorities are consulted—Library of Con- 
gress, U.D.C. and of course Ranganathan 
who has exercised considerable influence on 
B.N.B. classing. Classification at B.N.B. 
is always approached from a strictly subject 
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standpoint and does not always appear to 
be influenced by bibliographical warrant. 
The book is classified as minutely as 
possible and the classifier always considers 
the subject of the book in relation to a 
regular pattern which goes under the rather 
frightening name of Personality—Matter—- 
Energy—S pace—Time. This pattern is 
explained by Messrs. Palmer and Wells in 
their Fundamentals of library classification. 
To me, working as a cataloguer and 
classifier at the B.N.B. was rather like 
sitting for a continual examination. You 
learn to do without aids, apart from this 
pattern and the classification authority 
cards patiently and thoroughly built up 
since 1950. With the development of new 
subjects and aspects these cards are con- 
stantly being added to. Classification must 
have presented many difficulties in the early 
days of the B.N.B. but Mr. Wells claims 
that this pattern has enabled his staff to 
achieve consistency. Cataloguing under 
Mr. Gayler is most meticulous—done 
according to the Joint Rules and allowing 
for no local deviations. The final editing 
which welds the work of the subject and 
descriptive cataloguing is shared by Mr. 
Wells and his deputy, Mr. Downing. 


The B.N.B. works on the Copyright 
material supplied each day to the British 
Museum and it is fascinating to handle the 
variety of material on all subjects which 
arrives each morning, almost always before 
publication. The close co-operation between 
the B.N.B. staff and publishers ensures 
punctual deposit. Everything is dealt with 
on the day of arrival—books, pamphlets, 
government publications and continuations. 
Many of these represent special problems 
which never intimidate the staff. Books 
are checked each morning in the great 
British Museum catalogue for authors’ 
names and other details. Any changes are 
reported to the British Museum staff who 
make the necessary adjustments to their 
catalogue. New editions are checked against 
old ones on the British Museum shelves to 
ensure they are.not just re-issues. Authors 
are contacted if these details cannot be 
checked in the usual reference books, and 
publishers are reminded to send in their 
material. Nothing is overlooked and every- 


thing is done at high pressure to make 
publication each week. 

Checking of proofs is another tedious 
but necessary job. One copy is scanned by 
Mr. Wells for subject work, another by 
Mr. Downing for descriptive work. With 
all these activities Mr. Wells makes time to 
tour the country speaking to various groups 
—librarians, publishers, booksellers, and 
library school students—about this great 
project which has come to mean so much 
to English librarians. There is a constant 
stream of visitors to the B.N.B. including 
librarians and students from all over the 
British Isles and abroad. Much experiment- 
ing into the use of non-traditional type has 
been carried out, not only with the object 
of decreasing the present costs but of 
enabling more rapid and larger cumula- 
tions; a method for reproduction of 
cards is almost perfected; and a pilot pro- 
ject has been carried out regarding the 
publication of a British Index of Subject 
Headings—this will be quite different in 
arrangement from the Library of Congress 
list. Mr. Wells and Mr, Coates are prepar- 
ing papers on this project for publication 
in the near future. A_ Bibliography of 
Music is under active consideration and this 
will be greatly appreciated by the public 
librarians with large music collections. Con- 
ferences have been held with representa- 
tives from the British Museum and British 
National Bibliography staffs to discuss 
ways and means of merging the two 
cataloguing departments. 


I left the B.N.B. to go out into practical 
library life very impressed by the methods 
followed and the devotion of the staff to 
their work, but I was to learn just how far 
reaching was its influence. 


The B.N.B. gives an excellent cataloguing 
service to many libraries whose classified 
catalogues have often been inadequate, and 
it brings the service of experts to the 
smallest library. In the Westminster library 
system it is used extensively as a_biblio- 
graphic tool. In Hampstead Central library 
it is used for book ordering and cataloguing 
for 6 branch libraries. In the National 
Central Library it is an invaluable biblio- 
graphic tool in a library which receives 
requests from all parts of England and the 
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continent. In Derby County library service 
it is used for cataloguing but is also a great 
aid as a subject bibliography in gathering 
material on sparsely covered subjects. My 
greatest surprise was to find that at 
Nottingham in the Head Office Special 
Library of Boots, the ubiquitous English 
pharmacy firm, the librarian was enthusi- 
astic about the help given by the B.N.B. in 
the classing of scientific and _ technical 
material. 

Finishing my work with 3 weeks in the 
Manchester Public Libraries I saw the 
B.N.B. standards applied as closely as 
possible in a large established library. Man- 
chester Public Library, often termed the 
“British Museum of the North”, celebrated 
its centenary in 1952. The staff are proud 
of their excellent classified catalogue and 
intend to publish a printed catalogue of 
their holdings to 1950, as a bibliographical 
supplement to the B.N.B. This project has 
been suspended owing to lack of finance. 
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Mr. Haslam, the chief cataloguer, and an 
expert staff have built up schedules based 
on B.N.B. practice. They occasionally 
deviate when a section is old and established 
and would require time and staff to alter, 
but on the whole B.N.B. methods are 
applied here almost entirely and with great 
success. The Manchester scheme affords 
an excellent opportunity to study the appli- 
cation of the British National Bibliography 
classification methods in a large reference 
collection. 

My final impression of the service given 
by the B.N.B. was most favourable. It has 
gained a definite place in the library world 
in Great Britain and is being increasingly 
accepted as a necessary tool in libraries 
large and small. From a very modest 
beginning, in spite of scepticism and criti- 
cism from many sources, it has proved 
itself and thoroughly justified the hopes of 
those men of enterprise and vision who 
established it. 


A FEW BOOKS 


List or SctentiFic AND TECHNICAL JOURNALS 
PUBLISHED IN SoutH-East Asta. East Asia 
Science Co-operation Office, United Nations 
Building, Manila, Philippines, 1951. 

This may be taken as a sign of the times. 
It should also be of interest to special 
librarians and subject experts. Under 
countries the Journals are classified by sub- 
ject, and the language, often English as 
well as the native language, is indicated. 
Books AND READERS IN SOUTH AFRICA, 1652-1952. 

The South African Library Association. 

This is a contribution to the literature 

of South Africa’s Tercentenary, giving 


something of the history of libraries in * 


South Africa, but also going into the wider 
field the title indicates. Two of the five 
chapters are in Afrikaans, illustrating just 
one problem which Australia hasn’t got. In 
this publication, in its Handbook and in its 
Annual Report the South African Library 
Association is doing more than ours has 
managed so far. But we are catching up. 
Like them we have a printed Journal, a 
printed Handbook and a stencil duplicated 
Annual Report, though ours are not so 
full, and by 1988, our Bicentenary, we 
should have a story to tell, about Books and 
Readers, and ourselves in between. 


Branches 


AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL 
TERRITORY 
At its Annual Meeting, the Branch 
elected the following officers for 1953: 
President, Mr. N. Stockdale, National 
University. 
Hon. Secretary, Miss M. Woolcock, 
M.A., National University. 


Hon. Treasurer, Miss M. FE. Harry, 
B.A., Commonwealth National 
Library. 

Hon. Auditors, Mrs. S. E. Warde, 
B.A., and Mr. I. Raymond, B.A. 

Following the conclusion of the formal 
business of the meeting, the Swedish film 
Road to Books, which was introduced by 
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Mr. Stockdale, was enjoyed by an interested 
audience. The Social Committee, of which 
Miss Cox is convener, arranged supper. 

Among overseas librarians who will work 
in Canberra during the next few months 
are Mr. Haq, of the Home Records Depart- 
ment of the East Bengal Government, 
Pakistan, who is studying in the National 
Library under the auspices of the Colombo 
Plan, and Mr. Kaparang, who comes under 
the auspices of U.N.E.S.C.O. from a 
People’s Library in Macassar, which is 
working under the Department of Mass 
Education. A.C.T. members look forward 
to the opportunity which they will have of 
learning from both of these visitors of 
library developments and problems in their 
respective countries. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 

The Branch President, Mr. E. Seymour 
Shaw, was made a Member of the Order of 
the British Empire for his public services, 
especially in the field of local government. 
He represents the Local Government Asso- 
ciation on the Library Board of N.S.W. 
and is the first layman to be President of 
the Branch. 

The United States Information Library, 
in the Public Library of New South Wales 
building from 1947 to 1952 is now in the 
Hertford Insurance Building, 46 Margaret 
Street. Associated with it is a film 
theatrette. Gifts to the Public Library in 
recognition of its accommodation of the 
U.S. Information Library are covered 

_under Notices and News. 

The Branch’s Promotion Committee is 
organising a dance for new members in 
local government, in schools and amongst 
firms and companies. 

Miss Phyllis Corner is back from twelve 
months overseas, with the degree of Master 
of Librarianship, from Emory University, 
Georgia, U.S.A. She gave a talk at the 
sranch’s Annual Meeting on university and 
library school life in the Southern States, 
and is in charge of the State Library’s 
Library School. In addition to the courses 
for the Qualifying Examination begun last 
July and resumed in February, the school 
has its usual day course for the Preliminary 
Examination with 31 students, and an 
evening course with 43 students. 
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The N.S.W. Film Council, which is asso- 
ciated with the State Library and has the 
Principal Librarian as its Executive 
Member, is encouraging the distribution 
and showing of films through municipal 
and shire libraries. Three municipal 
libraries now receive monthly boxes or 
trunks of films, They are Fairfield in the 
metropolitan area, Newcastle, and Wagga. 

The Branch regrets the death of Alder- 
man E. Gissing, for many years Mayor of 
Wagga and a strong supporter of the Free 
Library Movement from its earliest days. 

There are several current exhibitions in 
the State Library. The gifts made by the 
United States Government (described 
under Notes and News) and the recently 
published Catalogue of the Royal Philatelic 
Collection are on view in the vestibule. In 
the Mitchell Gallery documents on early 
gold mining days are being shown , and 
include prints from the Holtermann nega- 
tives recently given to the Mitchell Library. 
The negatives number about five thousand 
and form an outstanding collection of his- 
torical pictures. Kodak’s Sydney Office 
has helped greatly by providing prints for 
exhibition in the Mitchell Gallery and else- 
where. 


QUEENSLAND 


Our last meeting for 1952 took the form 
of a Christmas Party held in the South 
Brisbane Library Hall on 16th December. 
About one hundred members and_ their 
friends enjoyed a programme of brief 
sketches, music, community singing and 
dancing. 

For the current year it is planned to 
arrange a series of talks by representatives 
of different types of libraries on the subject 
of “Libraries and the Communities they 
serve”. Mr. Harrison Bryan, our President, 
gave the first talk in the series at a general 
meeting on 18th February. He addressed 
an appreciative audience on “The Univer- 
sity Library”. 

At the Discussion Group’s first meeting 
of the year on March 2, Mr. J. L. Staple- 
ton, State Librarian, gave the Group an 
excellent résumé of library development 
which is taking place in Queensland. His 
talk made all present realize what a vast 
undertaking the provision of library ser- 
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vices is in a State as extensive and as 
sparsely populated as Queensland. 

We extend a warm welcome to Mr. 
S. G. Gunthorpe, who has been appointed 
Parliamentary Librarian as successor to 
Mr. D. V. Ryan. 

Since January 13, classes for the Pre- 
liminary Examination, organized by the 
Library Board of Queensland, have been 
held at the Public Library for an hour on 
three mornings per week. 

In response to urgent requests from 
prospective examinees, Mr. Harrison Bryan 
and Miss Elizabeth Lumb are conducting a 
class of twenty-two weekly in theoretical 
and practical cataloguing, with the object 
of assisting those studying for the Qualify- 
ing Examination. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

The South Australian programme for 
1953 promises to be a varied one with 
monthly meetings to be held every third 
Thursday. 

This branch’s most ambitious project in 
library promotion in the form of an attrac- 
tive exhibition was held at Nuriootpa in the 
Barossa Valley from February 19 to 24. 
Profesor Norman Jeffares was Chairman 
of a meeting on the opening night attended 
by 120 townspeople, representatives from 
other townships, and members of the 
Library Association. Mr. C. P. Billot of 
the Boxhill Municipal Library was the 
principal speaker and gave a stimulating 
talk on the value and activities of municipal 
libraries. A film was shown, and Mr. I. G. 
Symons, Chairman of the Free Library 
Movement, spoke on library finance. Con- 
siderable discussion followed, and a repre- 
sentative local committee was formed to 
investigate the possibility of establishing a 
tree regional library service for the Barossa 
Valley. Mr. Robin, Secretary of the 
Nuriootpa Institute Library, thanked the 
speakers, and recorded his hope that that 
library would progress into a modern public 
Jibrary. 

A setback was received by a deputation 
from the Free Library Movement which 
waited on the Premier, Mr. T. Playford. 
Mr. Playford quoted the Commonwealth 
Grants Commission’s figures stating that 
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the South Australian Government con- 
tributed the second largest amount per 
capita of any State in Australia towards 
library provision. Later analysis by branch 
members revealed that these figures took 
no account of the money spent by local 
authorities, and therefore was an incom- 
plete statement on library finance in Aus- 
tralia. 

Congratulations are extended to Miss 
Jean Whyte who has been awarded a 
scholarship by the American Association of 
University Women to study for a Master’s 
Degree in Library Science during 1953- 
1954. 

Report on the Nuriootpa Project. 

In July, 1952, at a committee meeting 
of the Branch it was decided that we 
should hold an exhibition and talks at 
Nuriootpa with the object of stimulating 
interest in a free public library for the 
Barossa Valley. This was not only to be a 
fulfilment of the first object of the Library 
Association but it was also felt that there 
could be no further development of the 
Association in this State until free libraries 
are established with the consequent addition 
of members of all grades. 

A subcommittee of Misses C. Paltridge, 
who was then President, and J. P. Whyte, 
and Messrs. I. G. Symons and M. Finniss, 
who represented the Free Library Move- 
ment of S.A., and W. G. Buick was 
appointed. Mrs. W. G. Buick was co-opted 
at a later date as were the services of many 
other people who helped in making posters, 
staffing the exhibition and in operating the 
film projector. The subcommittee records 
its thanks to all who helped. 

A close liaison was kept between the 
subcommittee and interested citizens of 
Nuriootpa who made very helpful: sugges- 
tions, advised us and helped in every 
way possible. We would record our appre- 
ciation of the good services of Messrs. A. 
Reusch, Van Velsen and M. Dallwitz. 

We called for photographs and exhibition 
material from each branch of the Associa- 
tion’ and had excellent response from 
Queensland, New South Wales and Vic- 
toria. The United States Information 
Library sent a massive bag of photographs, 
books, pamphlets and a film strip. Messrs. 
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Announcement 


As a result of many 
requests from our customers 
we are again offering a 
select stock 
of general literature, fiction, 
drama, poetry, etcetera. 


— CRAFTSMAN BOOKSHOP 


HOSKING PLACE (Off 86 Pitt Street), SYDNEY. BW 7318 


QUEENSLAND BOOK 
DEPOT The Bookshop of 
pe Margareta Webber 


For McEWAN HOUSE 
343 LITTLE COLLINS STREET 
MELBOURNE 


All Book 


Requirements 


61-63 ADELAIDE STREET 
(opp. City Hall), BRISBANE Telephone: MU 2418 


rowing things 
need care 


As communities grow, so too must 
the vital sources of community life 
—produce, commerce, the arts and 
education. Libraries are an impor- 
tant source of food for the com- 
munity mind, and the more they 
are used, the more they require 
the very latest of the world’s pub- 
lications. Your readers desire to 
keep abreast of the latest develop- 
ments in all fields. May we assist 
you with the latest book lists and 
catalogues? Your book require- 
ments are our business, our plea- 


sure, and our interest. 


GRAHAME BOOK COMPANY 


39-49 Martin Place, Sydney BW 2261 
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F. W. Cheshire, Pty. Ltd. lent posters and 
books. Films were borrowed from the 
N.S.W. Film Council. Display stands, 
which have since been copied for use in 
the Public Library, were lent by Myers, 
Ltd. The Free Library Service Board of 
Victoria sent useful material on its activi- 
ties in Victoria. The Libraries Board of 
S.A. made available the books in the exhi- 
bition and lent its film projector. The co- 
operation of these people and bodies helped 
to make the project a success and the 
subcommittee extends its sincere thanks to 
them. 


Before the opening night an intensive 
publicity campaign was put into operation. 
The A.B.C. included notice of the project 
in its news service, newspapers distributed 
in the district carried seven items, three 
large posters five feet by three feet were 
put up in the town of Nuriootpa, 1500 dust- 
jackets each bearing a sticker and a similar 
number of a poem composed by Miss Whyte 
were distributed by school children. 
Seventy-eight advisory letters were sent to 
ministers of religion, Mayors, chairmen of 
district councils, schoolteachers, newspaper 
editors and other prominent persons. The 
Nuriootpa people sent out about 200 invita- 
tions to the opening night. 


The large foyer of the Nuriootpa Insti- 
tute was used to stage the seven tables and 
trestles and various other stands which had 
to be pressed into unnatural service. About 
four hundred books and periodicals demon- 
strating the service of a modern free public 
library were used. There was a display 
devoted to library service itself, library 
architecture and allied subjects. Attractive 
posters were made to draw attention to 
each main theme. 


The opening on Thursday, February 19, 
by Prof. A. Norman Jeffares was before 
about 120 people in the lounge leading from 
the foyer. - Mr. C. P. Billot, whom we 
brought from Box Hill, Victoria, was the 
principal speaker. His first-hand knowledge 
of public library service in a community- 
conscious area was most appropriate and 
his practical, sincere and _ enthusiastic 
approach at the opening and during the two 
succeeding days did much to make the 
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people of Barossa Valley aware of what 
could and should be done in the way of 
Public Library service. To give the visitors 
a visual and dramatic idea of what was 
being talked about, the film “Books and 
People” was shown. Mr. I. G. Symons, 
President of the Free Library Movement 
of S.A., spoke on the financial aspect of 
public library service. Several Nuriootpa 
people made observations and asked ques- 
tions. The Chairman of the Nuriootpa 
Institute, Mr. C. B. Robin, strongly criti- 
cized the Institute as an outmoded library 
system. A committee of representative 
citizens was elected to enquire into the 
establishment of a free library for the 
Barossa Valley. Supper followed, when 
members of the branch discussed library 
service with the guests individually. 


The exhibition remained open until Tues- 
day, February 24. It was staffed the whole 
time by volunteers. About 150 adults and 
360 children visited the exhibition. On the 
day after the opening the films “Knowledge 
Unlimited” and “Library on Wheels” were 
shown. 


We have left behind in the Barossa 
Valley a genuine wish for a public library. 
The local committee is enthusiastic and is 
to meet soon. They have asked that the 
Branch send a_ speaker to them and 
suggested that a panel of speakers be made 
available to all the committees meeting in 
the district. There were two press reports 
concerning the results of the project and 
Prof. Jeffares has written a feature article 
which is expected to appear in the “news” 
in the near future. 


TASMANIA 

The Annual Meeting of the Tasmanian 
Branch was held on March 18. Mr. L. 
Milburn, the retiring President, delivered 
his Annual Report, referring specially to 
increased membership and activities and to 
the interest aroused by Profesor Behymer’s 
visit last year. 

At the conclusion of the meeting presen- 
tations were made to Mr. and Mrs, 
Milburn, who are leaving the State to 
return to South Africa. 


VICTORIA 


The Branch, this year, has enrolled 94 
students for the series of lectures covering 
the Preliminary Certificate syllabus. There 
has been an attendance of about 25 persons 


at the series of lectures arranged for 
Qualifying Certificate candidates. 
In addition, 35 students have been 


Library School conducted 
of the Public Library of 


enrolled for the 
by the Trustees 
Victoria. 

At the annual meeting of the Branch in 
January, Miss U. O’Connor, of the Public 
Library Staff, gave an interesting and 
entertaining account of her visit to England 
and the continent. 

Another traveller, recently returned, is 
Miss Margery Ramsay, who worked for 
her Master’s Degree of Library Science at 
the University of California, where she 
specialized in administration, regional and 
rural library work. Later, for three months, 
she toured U.S.A. and Canada, examining 
regional developments, particularly — of 
service over large areas. In Europe, she 
says, she just “played round”, 

Two major steps in Victorian library 
development have been the recent decisions 
of the Cities of Sandringham and Footscray 
to establish municipal libraries in the near 
future. Both these Councils will be subsi- 
dised by the Free Library Service Board 
in the current year. 

Miss Jean Addison, the Children’s 
Library Officer of the Free Library Service 
Board, has compiled a detailed survey of 
the children’s library services in Victoria. 
Her report embodies a number of recom- 
mendations for the improvement of these 
services. One of these is a State-wide con- 
ference of Children’s Librarians and 
persons and bodies interested in children’s 
library development. 

The Central Cataloguing Service, pro- 
vided by the Free Library Service Board 
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of Victoria, is developing slowly but 
steadily. Already a number of municipal 
libraries in the State are ordering printed 
catalogue cards from the Monthly Books 
List issued by the Board. The cards are 
the result of pre-cataloguing from overseas 
sources and are reproduced by Multilith. 

The Victorian branch of Special Libraries 
section arranged a screening of films on 
February 24 and formulated plans for their 
activities for the coming year. 

Miss Jean Hagger, B.A., of the United 
States Information Library in Melbourne, 
will leave on April 16 to take up an 
appointment for twelve months at the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, as part of 
the Exchange Visitor Program of the 
United States Department of State. Miss 
Hagger will be attached to the cataloguing 
department, and will attend classes at the 
Carnegie Library School. She was formerly 
on the staff of the libraries of the Univer- 
sity of Melbourne and the Australian 
National University. 

Miss Jean Waller, M.A., who started her 
career in librarianship at the P.M.G, De- 
partment, leaves on March 21 for Malaya, 
to take up the post of Assistant Librarian 
at the University of Malaya. Miss Waller 
attended the Sydney Library School in 
1942, and was appointed to the University 
of Melbourne Library in the following 
year. During 1949, Miss Waller toured 
England, Europe, Canada and the United 
States, studying library development. The 
very best wishes of all members of the 
Victorian branch accompany Miss Waller 
in her new field. 

The Trustees of the Public Library of 
Victoria have for sale notes on Cataloguing, 
Classification, Library Routine, Reference 
Books, and Books and Libraries, covering 
the Preliminary Certificate Syllabus. These 
are obtainable from the Chief Librarian, 
Public Library of Victoria, for 7/-, post 
free. 
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Sections 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


On the March 

This Section, with its origins in the State 
Committees, which flourished in the days of 
the old Australian Institute of Librarians, 
has strong plans. It is determined to spread 
the gospel, that the efficiency of any indus- 
trial or scientific enterprise is a function 
of the libraries that serve it, and that these 
libraries are only as good as their librarians. 

The Section intends to develop com- 
munity interests of special librarians, and 
to help them continue to improve the stan- 
dards of their professional work. Indus- 
trialists and scientific workers in Australia 
must be taught to demand their rights in 
library service, and the librarians must be 
prepared and equipped to answer these 
demands. 

Already the Branches of the Section in 
N.S.W. and Victoria are getting into top 
gear. In N.S.W. one hundred and twelve 
librarians have declared their interest in 
the work of the Section, while the number 
in Victoria is sixty-three. The Branch 
Committees are working out programmes 
and meetings which their members will find 
most helpful and instructive. 

Now the Australian Capital Territory is 
ready to form its Branch of the Section. 
This still leaves a number of major States, 
with developing industries and progressive 
research laboratories, which have yet to 
consolidate themselves into active Branches. 
For the sake of themselves, their employers 
and clients special librarians in these States 
should not delay too long. 


Know Your Committee Members! 
During 1953 your Section is being guided 
in the Federal sphere by an elected Execu- 
tive of N.S.W. members and a Committee 
representing those Branch Sections already 
formed. 
Executive. 
President : 
Mrs. C. McKay, 
Librarian, 
Commonwealth 
Ltd., 
138 Bourke Road, 
Alexandria, N.S.W. 


Industrial Gases 


Secretary/Treasurer : 
Miss M. McKechnie, 
Librarian, 
C.S.LR.O. National Standards/ 
Radiophysics Laboratories, 
University Grounds, 
City Road, 
Chippendale, N.S.W. 
Representative Councillor: 
Miss B. Johnston, 
Librarian, 
C.S.IL.R.O. Division of Food Preser- 
vation & Transport, 
Private Bag, P.O., 
Homebush, N.S.W. 


Committee. 
Branch Section Representatives : 
Victoria: Miss FE. Archer, 
Chief Librarian, 
C.S.LR.O. Head Office. 


N.S.W.: Mr. H. J. D. Meares, 
Librarian, 
Colonial Sugar Refining 


Co. Ltd. 


Branch Sections are in turn controlled 
by the following Executive members at the 
head of elected Committees: 


Victoria. 
Convener: 
Miss C. Dwyer, 
Librarian, 
Australian Council for Educational 
Research. 
Secretary/Treasurer : 
Mr. J. E. Fry, 
Chief Librarian, 
Australian Paper Manufacturers 
Ltd. 
N.S.W. 
Convener: 
Miss R. Souhami, 
Librarian, 
C.S.1.R.O. Coal Research Section. 
Secretary/Treasurer : 
Mr. C. E. Smith, 
Librarian, 
N.S.W. Department of Education. 
Provisional Secretary : 
Miss P. B. Kriegel. 
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Special Librarian Reports on Overseas 


Development 
In 1952 the British Medical Association 
sent its N.S.W. Librarian, Miss M. 


Rolleston, to the United States, Canada and 
Great Britain to gather information on 
problems facing her library. 

The British Medical Association, N.S.W. 
Branch, has one of the outstanding medical 
libraries in Australia, and consequently 
receives heavy demands on its stock, mainly 
from its members but also from many out- 
side agencies and libraries. In a report* 
made on her return to Australia, Miss 
Rolleston discusses, in passing, the ethics 
of inter-library loan, and ways of over- 
coming the problems of helping librarians, 
whose libraries are not as well stocked as 
her own. She has brought back with her 
news of the latest photo-copying equipment, 
of reprint packet libraries, United States 
Book Exchange and the remarkable lending 
service from London of H. K. Lewis Com- 
pany Ltd. 

Miss Rolleston also made very close 
inquiries into the latest views on medical 
book classification, and has drawn up a 
most interesting table, which shows the 
frequency with which various classifications 
are used. For instance, the Dewey Classi- 
fication is used in 24:4% medical libraries, 
the Boston in 24°9%, and the Library of 
Congress in 15°1%. Most overseas libraries 
are critical of the classification schemes 
they use, but have neither the time nor the 
inclination to tackle reclassification. 

Rolleston’s report is a_ great 
stimulus, not only to medical librarians, but 
to all special librarians, who, with service 
their predominant aim, must think and 
plan while on the run. 


Directory of Special Libraries 


One of the first projects suggested to the 
Provisional Federal Committee of the 
Special Libraries Section, after its election 


*Report on a visit to medical libraries in 
London, Edinburgh, Toronto & the United States 
of America, 1952; by M. Rolleston. Sydney, 
Dec., 1952. 
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in July, 1951, was the preparation of a 
directory to cover as many as possible of 
the special libraries in Australia. 


During the last ten years, the number 
of special libraries has increased enor- 
mously; a large proportion of them are 
prepared to lend publications ; and the sub- 
jects cover the whole range of the social 


and technical sciences from the large, 
university departmental libraries to the 
company and institution libraries with 


highly specialized interests. Many of the 
latter are shown in Pitt’s “Union catalogue 
of scientific periodicals in Australian 
libraries”, and, both in New South Wales 
and Victoria, lists of special libraries have 
been prepared in connection with union 
catalogues of their periodical holdings. 
There has, however, never been a directory 
showing the subject ranges of the special 
libraries for the whole of Australia. 


So the questionnaire asked for details of 
the subject range of each library; whether 
any exchange material was available; the 
lending policy; whether there were any 
copying facilitieS and their availability to 
outside individuals. 

As there was no complete list of libraries 
to whom the questionnaire could be sent, 
Special Libraries Section Branches were 
asked to undertake the distribution and 
collection in their areas. In N.S.W., 
Queensland, Victoria, S.A. and A.C.T. 
good cover has been obtained, owing to the 
energy and enthusiasm of the committee 
members who carried out the work. In 
W.A. and Tasmania, where branches have 
not yet been formed, the task was very 
kindly undertaken by persons who are not 
special librarians, and many returns have 
been received. 


After much discussion on the way in 
which the directory should be set out, it 
was finally decided to list each library, with 
an abstract of the questionnaire return, and 
to have a subject index showing the serial 
numbers of the relevant libraries against 
each subject. 

Work on the first draft of the list of 
libraries has begun and much of the pre- 
liminary subject indexing has been com- 
pleted. As it is not expected that publication 
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You are invited to inspect our carefully selected stocks of: 


BOOKS—DMagazines, Maps, Atlases and Globes. 
STATIONER Y— including Card Indexes and Files. 
FOUNTAIN PENS—Ball Points, Pencils and Refills. 
ARTISTS’ MATERIALS—Watercolours and Oils, 
CARDS—for Birthdays, Anniversaries and all occasions. 
PICTURES—Prints and Original Paintings—Mirrors. 


@ Other Departments and Services include: 
PRINTING—Letterheads, Invitations, Return Thanks, etc. 
FRAMING—Pictures, Photographs, Certificates, etc. 


REPAIRS—Fountain Pens, Pencils, etc. 


Swain’s Bookshop 


123 PITT STREET 
SYDNEY — BW1001 


Specialising in. . . 
Library Bookbinding 
Printing 
| Stationery 
Forms and Cards 
We invite you to write, call or phone. 


Country Clients: 


We guarantee 
service to 


75 CANTERBURY ROAD, BANKSTOWN, 
and welcome SYDNEY, N.S.W. Phone: UY 2256. 


inquiries. 


country clients 


vii 


(SWAIN & CO. PTY. LTD.), EST. 1895 
L. |. Cull 
MW L. J. Cullen 
// 
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FICTION 


E.F.G. ENGLISH AND 
FOREIGN BOOKSHOP 


28 MARTIN PLACE, SYDNEY 
BW 9807 


AND AMP LANE, OFF EDWARD 
STREET, BRISBANE 
B 1382 


The Latest in... 


PHILOSOPHY, 
HISTORY 
ECONOMICS, 
LITERATURE, 
JUVENILE 
ARTS and CRAFTS 
FICTION 

1} GRAMMARS, DICTIONARIES, FICTION 
IN ALL LANGUAGES 


‘We will indent for you any books 
that are not in stock. 


Will you let us have your name for 
our Mailing List? 


FORWARD LIBRARY SUPPLY 
WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS, 
Room |, First Floor, 
THE BLOCK, 98 ELIZABETH STREET, 
MELBOURNE, C.1. 
C 1321 XK FJ 3739 


GENERAL LITERATURE 


JUVENILE BOOKS 


Suppliers to Libraries and Schools 


VERITY HEWITT 


Take pride in stocking a wide 
range of books on art, literature, 
the social sciences and current 
affairs, 


Specialize in books, new or out 
of print, on Australian politics, 
economics and history. 


from Librarians and 


others are cordially invited. 


CANBERRA — A.C. T. 


Inquiries 
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will begin before May of this year, there 
is still time for any library, that has not 
sent in its questionnaire return, to send it to 
one of the subcommittee—Miss P. Gwillim, 
Department of Labour and National Ser- 
vice, 125 Swanston Street, Melbourne; 
Miss V. Dow, Australian Society of 
Accountants, 37 Queen Street, Melbourne; 
and Miss B. Brown, Division of Industrial 
Chemistry, C.S.I.R.O., Fisherman’s Bend, 
Melbourne—who are most anxious to have 
as complete a cover as possible for the first 
edition. 


Australian Society of Accountants’ 
Library 

The two oldest and largest accountancy 
institutes in Australia, the Commonwealth 
and Federal Institutes of Accountants, 
amalgamated on: January 1 this year to 
form the Australian Society of Accountants. 
The libraries of the two former institutes in 
Melbourne have now been combined and, as 
a result, the Victorian Division library of the 
Society, which will also act as the central 
library for Australia, has commenced with 
a very comprehensive collection of books 
and periodicals dealing with accountancy 
and related subjects. 


BRANCH SECTION NEWS 


New South Wales 


The first general meeting for the year 
was held on March 11. Mr. A. M. Brown, 
Teacher-Librarian of Ashfield Junior Tech- 
nical School and author of “Simple Book 
Repairs” which appeared in the Australian 
Library Journal last year, gave a demon- 
stration-lecture on book-repairing. In the 
streamlined special libraries of today a 
book which is not used is looked at 
askance; special librarians like to feel that 
- their books are living, vital and that they 
are used up to the hilt—but with hard use 
comes inevitable wear and tear. Special 
librarians who for reasons of speed or 
economy are obliged to undertake their own 
book-repairing appreciated Mr. Brown’s 
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clear and authoritative exposition. The 
S. & M. Supply Co. provided an attractive 
display of materials used in binding and 
repairing and for library purposes gener- 
ally. Mr. L. J. Cullen, printer and supplier 
of library materials, contributed pamphlets 
outlining his services. 


The next general meeting will be held in 
May. Groups of members will visit the 
Government Printing Office in Sydney on 
the afternoons of the 11th, 13th and 15th. 
Members wishing to attend must arrange 
with the secretary beforehand. 


The Branch Section has written to the 
N.S.W. Branch Council expressing appre- 
ciation for the goodwill that has existed in 
the past between the Council and the Com- 
mittee while functioning under the Council, 
and recommending that efforts be made to 
co-operate as well in the future under the 
new constitution. A co-ordinated pro- 
gramme for meetings of the N.S.W. 
Branch and Branch Sections in N.S.W. has 
been especially recommended. 


A subcommittee has been appointed to 
consider the L.A.A. Qualifying Certificate 
syllabus (Q4 Special Libraries & Informa- 
tion Services) and facilities for training 
special librarians. Members are Miss J. 
Tighe, Miss B. Johnson and Mr. J. Hirst. 
Views on this subject would be welcomed 
from any members of the Association— 
correspondence should be addressed to Miss 
J. Tighe, Librarian, N.S.W. Health De- 
partment, 52 Bridge Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 


A discussion group on U.D.C. is being 
sponsored. 


Victoria 
It is hoped that a significant increase in 
the number of members (at present 63) 
will be effected during the year and special 


attention is to be given to attracting new 
members to the ranks. 


The first meeting for 1953 was held at 
the theatrette of the Department of Civil 
Aviation on February 24. Two films, 
“Library of Congress” and “Knowledge 
Unlimited”, were shown. Miss J. Waller, 
of the University of Melbourne Library, 
who has recently returned from the United 
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States, spoke on some of her impressions 
of the Library of Congress. Miss U. 
O'Connor dealt in like manner with the 
extension of free library services in Vic- 
toria. During the ensuing discussion, 
mention was made of the help that could 
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be given by special librarians to municipal 
librarians. 

Meetings at intervals of about three 
months are planned. It has been decided 
that the next meeting shall have as its topic 
“The Training of Special Librarians in 
Australia”. 


Notices and News 


Subscriptions 


Subscriptions for 1953 are now due, and 
some members still owe for earlier years. 
Notices are being sent out, with a pre-paid 
envelope for return. Please help by paying 
promptly. Rising costs have forced an 
increase on the old rates, which were fixed 
before the new Constitution was adopted in 
1949. Here are the new rates: 


(a) For Professional Members, who 
have received in salary in the pre- 
ceding year 

(i) £1,200 and over—£4 

(ii) from £900 to £1,199—£3 

(iii) from £600 to £899—£2 

(iv) under £600—£1 

(b) For Corporate Members, who 
have spent in the preceding year 
on books, periodicals and related 
material 

(i) £5,000 and over—£5 

(ii) from £1,000 to £4,999—£2 

(iii) under £1,000—£1 

(c) For Affiliate Members— £1 

(d) For Student Members 

(1) of up to five years’ member- 
ship—tos. 

(ii) of more than five years’ 
membership, the rates for 
Professional Members. 

(e) For Corresponding Members the 
appropriate rates under (a) to (d) 
with a maximum of £1 

(f) For Members over 65 years of age 
other than Corporate Members, 
and in other cases upon resolution 
of the Council—tos. 

(g) For Members elected as Honorary 
Members—nothing. 


Subscriptions may be paid in advance of 
the year for which they are due and upon 
a payment of £45 in one sum or in three 
equal sums in three consecutive years by a 
Professional Member or of £15 by an 
Affiliate Member he shall be deemed to 
have paid annual subscriptions, exclusive of 
levies, falling due to the end of his life. 


Central Cataloguing 


In our last issue we had a good account 
of central and co-operative cataloguing by 
Miss Briggs of the Public Library of 
Queensland, and in this issue Miss 
O’Connor of the Public Library of Victoria 
tells us something of the inner workings of 
B.N.B. Angus and Robertson Ltd. and the 
Commonwealth National Library have been 
co-operating in the issue of cards for the 
firm’s books. The Public Library of N.S.W. 
has now been issuing a monthly classified 
list of books passing through its Book 
Acquisition Department, with tracing notes 
for dictionary catalogue subject entries, for 
a year, and from January this year it is 
including entries for books not yet received. 
The Victorian Free Library Service Board 
has also begun a classified list for municipal 
libraries, and this also includes preliminary 
cataloguing, as it has been called. And it 
is also offering actual catalogue cards. This 
was tried in N.S.W. about 1944, but given 
up then for want of a satisfactory method 
of office duplication, and one which would 
allow of cards being conveniently dupli- 
cated from a ‘master’ as called for. As 
entries are being done several on a sheet of 
board to be cut up afterwards in the Vic- 
torian scheme, it is not clear if and how it 
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meets the problem of straggling orders for 
cards for particular entries. 


However, it is clear that we are coming 
to grips with central cataloguing, and be- 
coming clear that a lot of enthusiasm for 
it depends on it being mine for you and not 
yours for me. As a central cataloguing aid 
B.N.B. seems to be going very much its 
own way, with littlke or no attempt at 
discussion and understanding even with 
libraries and library associations in the 
British Empire, and to be laying stress, at 
least for the present, on its undoubted use 
and value as a British Bibliography rather 
than as a central cataloguing aid, at least 
for libraries with dictionary catalogues and 
a surely not unreasonable hope to see some 
common or interchangeable British and 
American cataloguing. 


What with the documentation school 
going its own way in Europe and B.N.B. 
in Great Britain, there is less international 
consultation and co-operation than there 
was when the Anglo-American joint cata- 
loguing rules were brought out in 1908, and 
yet there is no sign that the Americans 
would not be prepared at least to confer. 
One agreement could be to differ, as 
between the dictionary and the classified 
catalogue; another might be that as the 
dictionary catalogue is established on 
American precedents, throughout North 
America and in Australia, American prac- 
tice might be adopted for subject entry in 
this form of catalogue, perhaps with some 
minor differences such as there are in the 
Joint Rules for author and title entry; 
Great Britain might then give the lead and 
establish standards for English speaking, 
and possibly other peoples as well, for the 
classified subject catalogue. An approach 
of this sort would at least be an approach 
to a rapprochement which it is almost 
criminal for any of the parties to neglect. 


London Library Service 
Sir: 


I was interested to read the correspon- 
dence on London Library Service .. . and 
glad to see an obvious error corrected. One 
further point . .. is that the City... apart 
from Westminster has a number of 
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adequate reference libraries, especially the 
Guildhall library, which are open to the 
public. Also various public libraries outside 
the central London area _ specialise in 
different subjects and these are both open 
to the general public and open after 5 p.m. 
Australians can certainly consider them- 
selves fortunate that they are able to use 
the large State Reference libraries without 
any formalities, a privilege which is not 
available in European countries. But one 
may be forgiven for casting an envious eve 
on the very comprehensive British library 
system. 
Cyntuita M. JAMEs. 


U.S. Gift to N.S.W. 


The Public Library of New South Wales 
was pleased to provide accommodation for 
the United States Information Library in 
Sydney from 1947 to 1952, until it found 
another downtown location, in Margaret 
Street. As a token of recognition for this 
assistance the American State Department 
has presented to the Library some gifts of 
its own choosing: the new edition of the 
Jefferson papers, and Dr Wilmarth Lewis's 
great edition of the Horace Walpole corres- 
pondence, of which he himself is the great 
collector, a microfilm reader, and a Vari- 
typer composing machine. The presentation 
was made by the Acting Consul General 
for the United States in the Vestibule of 
the Public Library on March 23rd, and was 
received by Dr H. V. Evatt, as President 
of the Library’s Trustees. The Jefferson 
papers and the Walpole papers are in pro- 
gress, and later volumes will be added by 
the Library as they are issued. 


Hospitality Overseas 

The New York Library Club would like 
to know of any “visiting firemen” so that 
they can help them to meet librarians in 
New York. Will you let us know if and 
when you are likely to be in New York, so 
that we can let the club know. “New York 
is not America”, but there are a lot of 
nice people there, and taking everything 
into consideration, collection, organization, 
methods, building, the New York Public 
Library is probably the greatest library the 
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world has so far known. In the meantime 
we can thank the New York Library Club, 
and its Hospitality Committee, and_ its 
chairman, Kathleen B. Stebbins, for 
stretching out a hand to us. Thank you, 
and let’s know, please, who’s coming over 
here. 


Branch, Section and Staff Journals 


Library Opinion is issued monthly by 
the Tasmanian Branch of the L.A.A., and 
edited by Mr. F. A. Johnson. The first 
issue came out in November 1952, and it 
has been carried on as a four page stencil 
duplicated folder, two pages being done on 
each side of a foolscap sheet. Library Staff 
News has been issued monthly since 
January 1953 by and for officers of the 
Public Library of N.S.W. and those in 
departmental libraries, on the initiative and 
mainly on the labour of its editor, Mr. 
C. E. Smith, Librarian at the Education 
Department. It is running to five and six 
and more stencil duplicated pages of news, 
mainly of official and professiona! interest. 


There is ample room for these local 
branch and staff journals alongside the 
lustralian Library Journal, and their initia- 
tors and editors are to be congratulated on 
them. Section journals for the whole of 
Australia present a much greater problem 
of production, distribution and policy. So 
far there have only been bulletins of sec- 
tion members in the Branches, mainly in 
N.S.W. where the Special Libraries and 
the Public Libraries Groups of the Branch, 
now merging in the Sections, brought out 
their own news-sheets and leaflets. The 
line of development may be journals within 
the Journal, and this possibility is now 
being explored with the Special Libraries 
Section, 


Section Finance 


The Constitution of the Association 
provides for Sections, and Sections for 
Archives, Special Libraries, Public 
Libraries, Library work with children and 
young people, and Universities have been 
formed. By-law 5 provides that a Section 
may be allowed up to a fifth of the paid-up 
subscriptions of its members. By-law 3 
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provides that branches shall get two-fifths 
of the subscriptions of its members. 

For the present Sections are being 
financed by grants, but during this year 
card forms will be issued through Section 
secretaries on which members may declare 
a Section which they would like to be sup- 
ported from their subscriptions, This 
method may not be followed, but Council 
will have some indication of what it would 
produce for each Section. Members may 
belong to. more than one Section, but an 
allowance from subscriptions for more 
than one Section will almost certainly not 
be made, and Sections may have to decide 
whether they will want members who are 
not giving them priority in subscription 
allowance, unless these members are pre- 
pared to pay an extra subscription. 

It should be noted that members need 
not belong to any Section, and that many 
members, for example most of those in the 
State reference libraries have not so far 
felt a need for a Section of their own, 
although many of them gave their support 
to some of the'Sections to give them a 
start; it is expected that Sections will not 
press members to sign a card merely in the 
hope of getting a proportion of their sub- 
scription, that they will only ask those 
to nominate them for the purposes of finan- 
cial support who are really engaged or 
interested in the work of a Section, and not 
merely from the same school as its sec- 
retary. 

The Association as a whole will need 
every penny it can get and hold, to main- 
tain it as an Association, and in fairly 
dividing members’ subscriptions between it, 
and Branches and Sections, according to 
their needs, the present allowance of two- 
fifths to the Branches may have to be 
reconsidered. It goes back to the beginning 
of the Association in the Institute, when 
there were no Sections. 


Medical Bibliography 

The British Council’s Medical Depart- 
ment in London publishes the British Medi- 
cal Book List, and there is reason to think 
that it is not well enough known in Aus- 
tralia. It is issued monthly, and the annual 
subscription is only 4s. sterling, post free. 
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MOORE’S BOOKSHOP PTY. LTD. 


264 PITT STREET, 
SYDNEY 


Booksellers to Public, Municipal, Shire, Bank, 
Institutional and Factory Libraries throughout 
Australia. 


Representatives for George Blunt & Sons Ltd., 
Library Bindings in Australia and New Zealand. 


LISTS AVAILABLE 
SPECIALISING IN BOOKS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES 


WHITCOMBE’S 
BOOK SERVICE 


Consult us for the latest in 

fiction, biographies, juvenile, 

travel, educational and text 
books. 


WHITCOMBE & TOMBS 
Pty. Ltd. 
332 COLLINS STREET, 
MELBOURNE 
"Phones: MU 5566, MU 5454 
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EDWARD EDWARDS 
HIS ASSOCIATION WITH 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
ITS PRESENT STATE 
AND FUTURE PROSPECTS 
By 
JOHN METCALFE 


How the book usually attributed to 
James Macarthur came to be written 
by a famous English librarian, with 
some account of the life and death of 


Edward Edwards. 


36 pp., with 3 full-page illustrations 
from the MSS. 


2/6—1/8 to the Trade and Members 


of the Library Association of Australia. 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY 
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THE BOOK ARCADE HABIT 


There are few things more pleasant than looking round the shelves of a good 


Bookshop 


AT THE ARCADE 
You can indulge this habit to the full and there is no fear of your exhausting the 
possibilities of our stock, for however often you come you will always find something 


new and interesting 


EVERY WEEK 
brings uu NEW BOOKS from LONDON 


O.B.M. 


ODHAM, BEDDOME & MEREDITH PTY. LTD. 
THE BOOK ARCADE, HOBART 


TRAVELS ACROSS AUSTRALIA 
By A. C. C. LOCK 


Mr. Lock has written a delightfully informative book about Australia and 
has illustrated it with many fine photographs taken by himself. 


All the mainland States are visited, and for many readers the book will 
present new aspects of the varied Australian scene and its personalities. 


Demy 8vo. 288 pages. 25 illustrations. 
PRICE 22/6 (postage 9d.) 
ROBERTSON & MULLENS LTD. 


Publishers, Booksellers, Stationers, Newsagents 
107-113 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, C.|1. 
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EXAMINATIONS AND SCHOOLS 


Schools and classes just begun in New 
South Wales, Queensland and Victoria are 
reported under Branches. Applications 
accepted for the Qualifying Examination 
are 11 for six papers, 43 for four, 41 for 
three, and 125 for two. Branch dis- 
tribution is as follows: Australian Capital 
Territory 20, New South Wales go, 
Queensland 25, South Australia 23, Tas- 
mania 11, Victoria 45, Western Aus- 
tralia 6. 

Candidates are reminded that the 
examinations begin on Monday, June 8. 
They will be advised individually by letter 
of their numbers, of the place of examina- 
tion, and of the timetable, but the following 
will be the timetable, unless unforeseen 
circumstances require its alteration. 


Preliminary Examination 
Pr. Books and libraries ee 
Mon., June 8: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m. 


P2. Acquisition and preparation of books 
Tues., June 9: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m. 


Qualifying Examination 
Cataloguing, excluding classification 
and subject headings. Pt. I. Theory . 
Mon., June 8: 10 a.m. — 12 noon, 
Pt. IT. Practice 


Mon., June 8: 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 


(j2. Classification and subject cataloguing. 
Pt. I. Theory . 


Tues., June g: 10 a.m. — 12 noon. 
, Pt. Il. Practice 
Tues., June 9: 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 


3. Provision, administration, processes 
and services of libraries (all alterna- 
tives. A-C) 

Wed., June 10: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m. 


4. Provision, administration, processes 
and services of special libraries and 
information services generally (all 


Thurs., June 11: 9.30 a.m, — 12.30 p.m. 
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Qs. History and purposes of libraries and 
related services 
Fri., June 12: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m. 


(6. Production, acquisition and indexing 
‘of materials for research 
Mon., June 15: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m. 


Q7. The production, history 
and care of books ve 
Tues., June 16: 9.30 a.m, — 12. 30 p.m. 


Q8. Archives, with special reference to 
Wed., June 17: 9.30 a.m, — 12.30 p.m. 


(9. Library work with children, generally, 
and with special reference to either 
Public Children’s libraries and es ll 
ments, OR School libraries 

Thurs., June 18: 9.30 a.m, — 12.30 p.m. 


Competition 


The International Library Committee has 
decided on the following subject for the 
competition of the fourth Sevensma Prize 
(1955): 

Union Catalogues: Structure 

and organis sation of a union 

catalogue in relation to its 
utilization. 


The essay must analyse, for a given 
period, the kind of requests received by one 
or more regional or national union cata- 
logues in relation to the character of the 
libraries included and that of the users, 
e.g. the proportion of new and old works, 
of books and of periodicals, and of books 
and periodicals in the different branches of 
science, ete. 

The essay can comprise the whole 
problem or be limited to a special aspect, 
e.g., periodicals. 

The author must draw conclusions as to 
the best structure ‘(classification, division, 
etc.) and the organization (quality of the 
personnel, bibliographical equipment, rela- 
tions with the participating libraries) of the 
catalogues studied or of union catalogues 
in general. 
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The competition is open to any member 
of an association affiliated to the Federation 
who has not yet reached the age of 40 on 
the date of entry (31.12.1954). This age- 
limit has been fixed because the prize has 
been established with a view to stimulating 
younger librarians in their studies. 

The competitors should draft their paper 
in either of the official languages used by 
the Federation for its publications. 

The article should be despatched anony- 
mously. Each one should bear a symbol 
and the same symbol must be written on a 
sealed envelope containing the surname, 
Christian names, date and place of birth, 
nationality and address of the author. 

The size of the essay must comprise 
50-100 typed pages (foolscap), 100 pages 
being the maximum. 

The International Library Committee 
takes the necessary measures for the com- 
position of the jury. 

The author of the winning article is at 
liberty to publish it with the mention of the 
award received but the text must conform 
to that submitted to the jury. 

Entries should be addressed not later 
than February 1, 1954, to the Secretariat 
of the International Federation of Library 
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Associations, c.o. Library of the United 
Nations, Geneva. 

The jury will determine the amount of 
the prize which will not be more than 
1,000 frs. In certain circumstances it might 
be divided ex aequo—soo frs. each. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Very little activity seems to have been 
noticeable in this Section, the only report 
having been reecived from the Victorian 
Branch of the Section. This Branch reports 
that at a meeting held on December 18, 
1952, it was resolved to take steps to 
organize a Library Conference in 1953 to 
which all Victorian librarians, local authori- 
ties and the public be invited to attend for 
discussion of library problems and for a 
review of library development in Victoria 
during the past five years. An organizing 
committee was formed to this end. 

Also, the Victorian Branch wish to 
welcome back to Victoria Miss M. Ramsay, 
Librarian of Ballarat, who has just returned 
from a year in' America as a Fulbright 
Scholarship holder. Miss Ramsay will be 
addressing the next meeting of the Branch 
Section on Wednesday, April 15, 1953. 


New Members 


TO THE END OF 1952 


Corresponding Corporate Membership: 
Alexander Turnbull Library, Welling- 
ton, N.Z. 


A.C.T. Branch 


Professional Membership: Nona Mary 
Miller. 


Student Membership: Brabazon Islet 
Perrett Casement, Mary Eileen Clo- 
hessy, Norma Gertrude Cook, Margaret 
Heather Cox, Margaret Forbes Philip 
Gunn, Vera Ludzitis, Nigel James 
Bruce Nielson, Pixie Patricia Prince, 
Margaret Elaine Redman, Jan Daniél 
Van Pelt, Nance Isobel Vining. 


New South Wales Branch 


Affiliate Membership: Jasmine Mary 
McKechnie, Mrs. Constance Margaret 
Thomson, Patricia Elizabeth Watson. 

Corporate Membership: Broken Hill City 
Council, Port Macquarie Municipal 
Library Committee, Tenterfield Muni- 
cipal and Shire Joint Library Com- 
mittee. 

Professional Membership: Patricia Jean 
Collin, Robert Ziegler Langker, Mar- 
garet Russell, Mary Geraldine Twenty- 
man, Patricia Bruce Ward. 

Student Membership: Helen Elaine Barder, 
Clare Nano Beer, Noelle Marie 
Bennett, Judith Valentine Blacket, 
Betty Borchardt, Freda Bussman, 
Cecily Hyacinth Carroll, Elizabeth 


| 
i 

a | 

| 
| 


APRIL, 1953 


Enid Cash, Patricia Eleanor Caspers, 
Loraine Cathie, Avis Chant, Heather 
Grace Charlton, Margaret Shirley Clat- 
worthy, Winsome’ Mary Collingridge, 
Roslyn Morris Cooke, Patricia Mary 
Cox, Margaret Mary Creith, Sylvia 
Ann Crossfield, Barbara  Delarue, 
David Robert Napier Donaldson, Anne 
Marie Dwyer, Gwendoline Joan 
Edwards, Margaret Ruth Enderby, 
Pauline Feughelman, Desley Ruth 
Figgis, Paula Gertrude Foley, Agnes 
Catherine Gibson, Maria Gleeson, 
Dulcie Cameron Gray, Gwenyth Elaine 
Greentree, Nola Jean Hannon, Valmai 
Catherine Bernice Macey, Patricia 
Ruth McMahon, Mary Judith Maher, 
Patricia Elizabeth Malloy, Marie Celine 
Marlan, Lesley Winifred Maxwell, 
Beth Elaine May, Theodora Emily 
Milne, Maureen Moylan, Joan Mary 
Muller, Audrey Margaret Grahame 
Nolan, Patricia Loveday Norman, Ann 
Christine O’Halloran, Mary Diana 
Oliver, Moya Christine O’Regan, Helen 
Edna O’Reilly, Dorothy Graeme Peake, 
Peggy Auton Playford, Margaret 
Josephine Power, Marjorie Hope 
Rider, Pamela Dorothy Ridge, Gillian 
Robinson, Margaret Ryan, Margaret 
Joan Scott, Marjorie Robin Shelley- 
Jones, Pamela Gwen Short, Jocelyn 
Muriel Smith, Marie Pauline Smith, 
Marlene Smith, Rose Therese Smith, 
Helen Rennie Stobo, Maryrose Dorothy 
W. Stuart, Wendy Mary Campbell 
Throsby, Anne Isobel Tice, Barbara 
Ann Tracey, Mary Patricia Vile. 


Queensland Branch 


Affiliate Membership: Margaret Florence 
Harrison. 

Corporate Membership: Atherton Shire 
Council, Hinchinbrook Shire Council, 
Murgon Shire Council. 

Professional Membership: Marion Chris- 
tina Linley, Elizabeth Margaret Lumb. 

Student Membership: Ann Florance Aland, 
Jean Margaret Barrowman, Christine 
Brown, Herbert Francis Cornelius, 
Greta Cotton, Janice Noela Elliott, 
Heather Mary Sinclair Giffin, James 
William Griffin, Judith Mary Harrison, 
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Grace Bedell Hassell, Olive Millicent 
Hooper, Gwen Eileen Kirwan, Douglas 
Muirhead, Nancy Ross Munro, Avis 
Mary Nicholls, Marjorie Alison Reye, 
Ellen Scott, Patricia Noel Stukeley, 
Elizabeth Rose Swan, June Atkinson 
Symes, Olive Francis Walker, Colette 
Ursula Watson, Lesley Ellen Young. 


South Australian Branch 


Student Membership: Iris Anderson, Ralph 
Thomas Archbold, Margaret Myfanwy 
David, Barbara Abigail Ferrier, Ivy 
Violet Flavelle, Helene Christabel 
Hawke, Evanne Margaret Haynes, 
Richard Ian Broughton Jensen, Dawn 
McBride Jude, Barry Patrick Power, 
Phyllis Margaret Short, Helen Mary 
Thomson. 


Tasmanian Branch 


Affiliate Membership: Patricia Rhonda 
Fitzgerald, . William Samuel Fryett, 
Alan Mark Dean Hewer, Lucy Agnes 
Salisbury, Herbert Victor Lindo 
Taylor, Aileen Joan von Stieglitz. 


Professional Membership: A. F. Johnson, 
Robert Charles Sharman. 


Student Membership: Jean Crisp, Jean 
Frances Hopkins, Janice Mary 
McLeod, Marjorie Sperring. 


Victorian Branch 


Professional Membership: Alan Russell 
Brown, Cynthia Margaret James, 
Dorothy Ellen Schram. 


Student Membership: Blanche Calder 
Adamson, Philippa Janet Anscombe, 
Jean Warren Archer, Pauline May 
Awdry, Shirley Malcolm Baldwin, 
William Barnett, Fay Alison Bilson, 
Elizabeth Anne Bennett, Margaret 
Hope Blackwell, Millicent Ada Boyd, 
Theodore George Brown, Elizabeth 
Anne Buell, Julia Elizabeth Bull, Eliza- 
beth Noel Chapman, Gwendolyn Daly, 
Shirley Brooke Davies, Patricia Clare 
Dirkis, Ann Douglas, Elizabeth Mary 
Edmondson, Alison Margaret Eva, 
Quita Fredman, Mary Joyce Hardy, 
Mary Joyce Higham, Evelyn Hoy, 
Barbara May Hunt, Frances Irene 
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Hunt, Alethea Winifred Hurnall, 
Dorothy Mabel Inceldon, Patricia 
Frances Ingham, Elizabeth Murray 


Jack, Beverly Anne Johnston, Rennie 
Chisholm Jones, Gwendolyn Mary 
Long, Isabelle Rae McGlaughlin, Delia 
Mary McIntyre, Patricia Erna Mein- 
hardt, Nancy Barbara Merigan, Mere- 
dith Lumley Morice, Nanette Jessie 
Neville, Helen Margaret Newman, 
Margaret Wyn Nicol, Glenda Joy Oak- 
ley, Heather Phyllis Parker, Noela 
Brett Parkes, Valerie May Pearson, 
Yvonne de Pierres, Joyce Atalina 
Pinney, Maisie Joyce Purves-Smith, 
Marilyn Beatrice Riley, Suzanne Mary 


Rutherford, Christobel Rosemary 
Shepley, Diana Jacqueline Smith, 
Norma Jessie Sutherland, Helen 


Suzanne Taylor, Margaret Rosemary 
Taylor, Susan Agnes Ungar, Peggy 
Rosemary Young. 


Western Australian Branch 
Student Membership: Sheila Hagan, Valerie 
Lewis, Eithne Dennistoun Pope, Mag- 
dalena Elisabeth Tuff, Ian Douglas 
Tweedie. 

NEW MEMBERS, 1953 
Corresponding Corporate Membership: 
- School of Librarianship, College of 

Technology, Manchester, U.K.; Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley 4, 
U.S.A.; University of Columbia 
Libraries, N.Y., U.S.A.; University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C., 
U.S.A.; University of Hlinois Library, 
Urbana, U.S.A. 


New South Wales 

Affiliate Membership: Berkelman, Colin 
Blake; Jones, Frederick Charles; 
McKechnie, Jasmine Mary; Watson, 
Patricia Elizabeth; Watson, Peter 
John Raymond; Woodberry, Lorna 
May, Mrs.; Yelland, Hedley Lawry. 

Corporate Membership: Australian Leather 
Research Association; De Havilland 
Aircraft Pty. Ltd., Propeller Division ; 
Library Committee of Goulburn City 
Library; Ku-ring-gai Municipality ; 
Pentab Distributors ; Tenterfield Muni- 
cipal & Shire Joint Library Committee ; 
Willoughby Municipal Council. 
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Professional Membership: Bowers, Mary 
Lou; Cook, Bessie Catherine; Dart, 
Ellice Ruth; Nixon, Elspeth Margery ; 
Plummer, Edna Ruth; Thomson, Mary 
Alice; Walker, Shirley Joan. 


Queensland 
Affiliate Membership: Harrison, Margaret 
Florence. 
Corporate Membership: Atherton Shire 


Council; Hinchinbrook Shire Council; 
Johnstone Shire Council; Kingaroy 
Shire Council; Murgon Shire Council ; 
Queensland Newspapers Pty. Ltd.; 
Roma Town Council. 
South Australia 

Student Membership: Bettison, Margaret 
Selina; Blaszezynska, Renata; Burns, 
Marjorie Ruth. 

Tasmania 

Corporate Membership: Beaconsfield Muni- 
cipality; Penguin Municipality; Wyn- 
yard Municipality. 

Victoria 

Affiliate Membership: Fry, James Edward ; 
Watkins, Percy Baden. 

Professional Membership : Winduss, Alberta 
Joan; Ling, Kenneth J. 

Western Australia 
Professional Membership: Sharr, F. A. 


WANTED 


DEWEY 


Fourteenth edition. 
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BARDEN, BERTHA R.—Book Numbers. A Manual for Students with a Basic Code 
of Rules. Chicago, 1937. 7/6 


BEETLE, CLARA (Ed.)—A.L.A. Cataloging Rules for Author and Title Entries. 
Prepared by the Division of Cataloging and Classification of the American Library 


Association. Chicago, 1949. 61/9 
BroapFiELD, A.—A Philosophy of Librarianship. The author is City Reference 
Librarian, Leicester. London, 1949. 23/- 


ELEVEN TO FirTEEN. A Basic Book List of Non-Fiction for Secondary School 
Libraries. Published by the School Library Association, London, 1950. 7/9 


Levu, Georc.—Die Bildung des Bibliothekars. Volume 3 of “Library Research 
Monographs”, published by the University Library, Copenhagen. This German 
language volume deals with education for librarianship. Copenhagen, 1952. 39/6 


LipRARY ASSOCIATION AND AMERICAN LisprRARY AssociIATION—Cataloguing Rules: 
Author and Title Entries. London, 1951. 13/9 


RuLes FoR DEescrIPTIVE CATALOGING IN THE LIBRARY OF CoNGRESS (Adopted 
by the American Library Association). Washington, 1949. 31/- 


SouTH AFRICAN LiprRARY AssociIATION.—Handbook of Librarianship in South 
Africa. Pretoria, 1950. 18/9 


THE ScHoot Liprary. An approach to the problem of teaching the use and enjoyment 
of books, with notes on the essential of a good school library. Ministry of Education. 
London, 1952. 3/9 


Wurre, Dornoruy Naat—Abeut. Books for Childven. New 1949. 25/6 


CHESHIRES 


338 LittLe CoLLins STREET, MELBouRNE, PHone: MU 9532. 


teelbilt uerary 


never wears out, gives room for 
more hooks, costs less than wood 


Steelbilt shelves will accom- 
modate any number of books, 
from the smallest home or 
office collection to the big- 
gest library. 


STEELBILT 
SHELVES 


have all these 
advantages 


@ easily assembled and 
adjusted 


@ can be added to at any 
time 

@ pack flat for convenient 
transport 


@ more compact than wood 


fire-proof, rust-proof, 
vermin-proof 


@ NEVER WEAR OUT 
@ need no upkeep 


Australasian Medical Publishing Company Limited, Seamer Street, Glebe, N.S.W. 
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